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6 Pebrusry 1951

MEMORANIOM FPOR THE FILESs |
SUBJECTs  Seperztion Allowances

1. A sudsidiary question !n the gener:l problem of grenting
sepsration sllouws ces srose in the csse of an employee legally
divorced from his wife,who wished to cleim the allowance for nis minor
dsughter.

2. Sirce the basis of the allowance is additlonzl expense to
the erployee in mainteining his wife ond minor children elsewnere
then in the ountry of is sssi nment beccuse of certain conditio:s
beyond the ¢ «trol of the employee (includi-p those "in the interest
of the Covernment"), it appeared that he wo:ld not be entitled to the
sllowance when s separation wes established st the wolitlon or for
the conveniance of the employos. A voluntary s:paration between men
and wife would clearly fell within this cless. The intermediste sone
w- 1d be those cases of divorce a mensa et thoro. At the other ond
of the scale are those situstions where s final divorce decree is
granted. To the extent that the employse is entitled to  custody
of the minor children by legal sanction, it appesred thst he would
be sentitled to a sepsration allowance prorated to the extent of
custody.

3. The above interpretation wes werified as to practice which
is currently enforced by the State Department.
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